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Ron Bunce, PhD., LMSW

The President's Corner

President & CEO

What a remarkable year it has been. None of  what you will read in this issue
would be possible without the unwavering support of  our community. Our
generous donors, our dedicated board, our extraordinary team, and, most
importantly, the incredible children and families who journey with us for a
season of  their lives. As we conclude our 160th year, we are truly going out
with a bang.
 
We are expanding our independent living program at the request of  the
county to meet a growing and urgent need. We launched our outpatient
mental health clinic to serve more youth than ever before with timely, high
quality care. And we are in the final stages of  acquiring Turning Point
Counseling and Advocacy Center, allowing us to respond more fully to the
needs of  children and adults who have experienced sexual abuse and to
create a true continuum of  care across the lifespan.
 
So what is next? We are continuing to explore unmet community needs
while growing our endowment to fund more of  our mission through local
support. Just as our founders envisioned 160 years ago, we believe our
community can come together to care for its children, not relying solely on
government, but on shared responsibility and collective compassion.

I invite you to enjoy all of  the updates in this issue, and please know that I
am always just a phone call away if  you would like to learn more about our
work or explore how legacy giving can help sustain our mission for
generations to come.

 



CHOY Annual
Holiday Gift Drive

Bring Holiday Magic to the Children in Our Care
The holiday season is a time for joy, hope, and giving; and you can make a

difference in the lives of  children and families served by Children’s Home of  York.
Our annual Holiday Gift Drive ensures that every child experiences the warmth

and wonder of  the season.

How You Can Help: Shop from Our Holiday Gift Lists 
Choose a gift from our Amazon, Walmart, or Target wish lists. Your gift will be

delivered directly to Children’s Home of  York and placed into the hands of  a child
in our care.

Spread the Magic
Scan the QR codes below to pick a gift and make a child’s holiday unforgettable.

Together, we can ensure that every child feels the joy of  the season!

Amazon Wish List Walmart Wish List Target Wish List



SERVICES OFFERED
Individual Therapy – 30-minute, 45-minute, or 1-hour sessions
Family Therapy – 30-minute, 45-minute, or 1-hour sessions
Biopsychosocial Assesments
Psychiatric Evaluations
Medication Management

FLEXIBLE APPOINTMENTS
In-person and virtual options available 
Evening and weekend appointments by request

ADMISSION CRITRIA
Must be at least 4 years of age. 
Insurance Accepted: 

York/Adams CCBH
Aetna Better Health 
UPMC for You 
 UnitedHealthcare Community Plan 
 Keystone First 
Geisinger Health Plan 
Gateway Health Plan 
 Highmark Wholecare

CALL OR TEXT: 717-751-8643
77 SHOE HOUSE RD, BUIILDING B, YORK PA 17406

SPARKY 

Now open to  provide services to the publicNow open to  provide services to the public



This year, we proudly decided to
acquire Turning Point Counseling and
Advocacy Center, a vital and trusted
organization that has served survivors
of  sexual abuse and violence in our
community. This step allows both
organizations to create meaningful
efficiencies at a time when nonprofit
resources are limited and the demand
for services continues to grow. By
reducing duplication and sharing
infrastructure, we can direct more
dollars, time, and expertise where they
matter most, directly to the people who
need us.

Children’s Home of York & Turning Point Partnership

Turning Point Counseling and Advocacy
Center provides trauma informed
counseling, advocacy, court
accompaniment, and crisis response
for both children and adults at some of
the most vulnerable moments of  their
lives. For many survivors, Turning Point
is the first place they turn for safety,
healing, and hope. These services
remain essential to the health and
safety of  our community.

Turning Point Counseling and Advocacy
Center will remain a separate nonprofit
organization with its own identity,
leadership, and focus. This structure
preserves its trusted role in the
community while allowing both
organizations to benefit from shared
strengths, long term stability, and a united
vision for healing and hope.

This partnership strengthens and
expands our continuum of  care.
Children who begin their healing
journey with us can continue receiving
specialized trauma focused services
through Turning Point Counseling and
Advocacy Center as they grow. Adults
who need support now have a clear
pathway to coordinated,
compassionate care. Together, we are
addressing trauma across the lifespan
in a more connected, responsive, and
sustainable way

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT TURNING POINT



This year marked Children’s Home of York’s
strongest media performance of 2025, more
than doubling our second-highest monthly
reach and expanding coverage far beyond
York County into key regional and statewide
outlets. Through intentional, mission-focused
storytelling, CHOY continued to solidify its role
as both a trusted family partner and a credible
voice in Pennsylvania’s child- and family-
serving landscape.

Our strategic media efforts spotlighted the heart
of our work:

Ron’s leadership on the statewide budget
impasse, featured on Spotlight PA, elevated
CHOY as a thoughtful voice in policy
conversations.
Cecilia’s feature on ABC 27 showcased the
Strengthening Families program and the
preventive, stabilizing impact it brings to
parents and caregivers.
Dynasty Youngblood’s heartfelt adoption
story on FOX43 reminded viewers of the life-
changing outcomes made possible through
compassionate support and permanency
services.

As coverage grows, so does awareness; and the
stories behind the headlines show the real
families, children, and communities we’re
honored to serve.

Want to explore more stories, insights, and
highlights? Scan to read more.

 

CHOY’s Media Presence Surges Across PennsylvaniaCHOY’s Media Presence Surges Across Pennsylvania



Maximize your impact,
minimize your taxes.

Approved businesses are able to redirect their PA state tax dollars to fund select
educational programs in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. CHOY’s BRIDGES™
Partial Hospitalization Program is able to benefit from the EITC Program.

Find out if you’re eligible and how to apply on
the PA DCED website: 

BRIDGES™ Partial Hospitalization Program
BRIDGES™ PHP operates year-round and provides structured therapy
alongside scholastic education. School-age students attend BRIDGES™ in
lieu of their home school district to receive the necessary therapeutic milieu to
heal from past trauma while not falling behind their peers. 

We’d love to connect! Email development@choyork.org to find out how your
business can partner with us to create brighter futures for the children and families
we serve.



Children’s Home of  York welcomed
partners, supporters, and community
leaders to the 2025 Annual Meeting,
held this year at the historic York
Agricultural & Industrial Museum.
Surrounded by artifacts that reflect York
County’s legacy of  innovation and
resilience, attendees gathered to
celebrate a year of  meaningful
progress and shared purpose.

Guests had the opportunity to connect,
network, and engage with fellow
supporters and community partners,
sharing ideas and building relationships
that strengthen the impact of  CHOY’s
work. The evening highlighted key
accomplishments of  2025, including
expanded family support services,
increased regional collaborations, and
continued growth in programs that
serve the evolving needs of  youth and
families.

This year’s gathering marked a
significant milestone as we celebrated
160 years of  unwavering commitment to
the children, youth, and families of  York
County. From our beginnings in 1865 to
today’s innovative programs, CHOY’s
mission has remained rooted in providing
safety, stability, and opportunity for those
who need it most.

As we honor our history and look toward
the future, Children’s Home of  York
remains focused on driving long-term
impact through compassionate care,
strategic partnerships, and innovative
solutions. Thank you to everyone who
joined us and continues to invest in
brighter futures for children, teens, and
families throughout our community.

Children’s Home of York  2025 Annual Meeting



Youth participate in an
individualized independent
living curriculum that
combines instruction, positive
therapeutic interventions, and
real-life experiences. Clients
work on developing pro-social
behaviors, anger
management, and conflict
resolution skills. They also
learn essential daily living
skills such as cooking,
cleaning, and doing laundry,
along with critical independent
living skills including
completing job applications,
interviewing, maintaining
employment, managing
money and time, utilizing
public transportation, and
securing housing. Additionally,
clients have access to
treatment support and
prevention services to ensure
comprehensive care.

Who your donation impacts?

P r o g r a m  N e e d s

Some of the children who
arrive at George Street
come with nothing. Your
support can make a
meaningful difference by
providing essential items
such as bedding including
sheets, blankets, and
pillows. We also have an
everyday wish list where you
can find all the necessities
we need. 

Your donation supports
George Street, a community-
based program for males
ages 15 to 21 in York County.
Many of those who arrive with
little or nothing benefit from
your gifts of bedding, hygiene
items, and essentials.

George Street at Children’s
Home of York (CHOY) is a
community-based residential
program that serves
dependent males ages 15 to
21 who are unable to live at
home. 

What is George Street?

What do they do?

How can you help?

G e o r g e  S t r e e t



8 TAX CHANGES DONORS

MUST KNOW BEFORE 2026

8 TAX CHANGES DONORS
MUST KNOW BEFORE 2026
As a supporter of  nonprofit organizations,
staying informed about upcoming tax
changes can help you make the most of
your charitable giving. Many donors have
already begun discussing the 2026
revisions with their financial advisers
following the passage of  the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA). If  you haven’t,
the attached article offers a helpful
overview of  the most important updates
for 2026, and what steps you may want to
consider before the end of  2025.

These changes could affect deductions,
contribution strategies, and overall tax planning.
“Charitable planning is going to look different
for every taxpayer,” says Karla Salinas, financial
planner at BOK Financial®. “It depends on
where you live, your income, marital status, and
life stage. The rules are changing, so it’s a good
time to check in with your advisor.”

If  you have any questions about making a
contribution to our endowment fund with the
York County Community Foundation, exploring
a planned or legacy gift, or continuing your
annual support of  Children’s Home of  York,
please contact our CEO, Ron Bunce, at
rbunce@choyork.org or 717-755-1033. We are
always here to help you create meaningful,
lasting impact for the children, youth, and
families we serve. SCAN TO READ ARTICLE SCAN TO READ ARTICLE 



I never thought I would find a family who
truly saw me. Six long years in the foster
care system left me moving from home to
home, facing loss after loss. I lost my
grandmother, one of the people who had
always been there for me, and with every
placement change, I began to wonder if
anyone would ever be there for me, really
be there. I had started to lose hope that I
would ever feel safe, loved, and
understood.

Then the Jones family reached out. At
first, they had hoped to adopt a younger
child or a sibling group, but when they
found me, something clicked. They saw
me, the real me, and they did not turn
away because I am older, because I am
part of the LGBTQ+ community, because
my journey had been different. For the
first time, I felt seen and wanted.

In November, I saw their faces on a news
segment, and I felt a spark of hope I had
not felt in years. I knew in that moment
that this could be my family. Over the next
several weekends, we spent time
together, laughing, talking, and slowly
learning to trust one another.

In March 2024, I moved in with them.
It was not always easy. We faced
challenges and had to work through
new emotions, but with patience,
understanding, and unconditional love,
we grew together.

In December 2024, my adoption was
finalized. For the first time in my life, I
have a home that is truly mine, a place
where I am seen, loved, and
celebrated for exactly who I am. I have
parents who believe in me, cheer for
me, and support me in every way. I
finally feel what it means to belong.

My story is not just about me. It is
proof that the right family can find you
when you least expect it and that love,
commitment, and connection can
change everything. No matter how
long it takes, hope matters, love
matters, and every child deserves a
place to call home. I finally have that
place, and I am home.

M A X X ’ S  S T O R Y :  F I N D I N G  H O M E  A T  L A S T



I am the Resource Family Coordinator in the
Permanency Department and have been at CHOY for 5
years. I’m grateful to work in a field that supports
children and families while allowing me to grow
professionally and personally. I’m a Millersville
University graduate, pursuing my master’s in social
work and a certificate in School Social Work. I enjoy
reading, crafting, staying active, and spending time with
family and friends. I strive to bring compassion, humor,
and consistency to everything I do and love learning
and connecting with others.

HANNAH TRIMMER

Local businesses team up for
eco-projects like urban
gardening and waste
management, strengthening
community ties.

Meet our Team
In each quarterly newsletter, we look forward to
highlighting the incredible individuals whose talent,
dedication, and passion make our team truly exceptional

DAVID SWORDS
I started as the Maintenance Coordinator at CHOY in
June of 2023. I’m technically part of the admin team but
call Perm my home. My days are filled between
preventive/ corrective tasks and orchestrating capital
projects. I love to laugh and am a proud self-proclaimed
weirdo at heart. My passions are investing, hockey,
music, history, spirituality, movies, creating art, and of
course camping. My dream is to one day live on the
road, camping across America. The only thing holding
me back is my love of family and our four cats. Knibb
High Football Rules!

HOLLY BANKS
I am the program supervisor at the Independent Living
Program for teen boys; I have been with CHOY for 18
years. A job that was supposed to be short term to gain
experience turned into a career and I wouldn’t have it
any other way. I have two little boys at home, Chase
and Cayden. I enjoy spending time with my family,
taking my kids to see new places, arts and crafts and
loving on my cats and dogs. In the summer I enjoy the
pool, maintaining my flowerbeds and Koi Pond.


